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Staff Report to Council 
Parks, Recreation and Culture

FILE:  01-0340-50/20 

REPORT DATE: February 15, 2021 MEETING DATE:  March 9, 2021 

TO: 

FROM: 

Mayor and Council 

Carleen McDowell, Manager of Recreation and Culture 

SUBJECT: Filming Hot Spot Designation Follow up  

CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER REVIEW/APPROVAL:   

        RECOMMENDATION(S):   THAT Council: 

A. Direct staff to proceed with engagement and a survey to residents
and business owners within Filming Hotspots 1 and 2 in Fall 2021;
AND

B. Direct staff to bring forward recommended Policy and Bylaw
changes based on results of the engagement process in Fall 2021;
OR

C. Other.

PURPOSE 

To present Council a plan for engagement regarding the 2016 hot spot designations on 
Osprey Village and South Bonson prior to Council Policy C028 “Filming Policy” and 
Filming Fee Bylaw amendments that are in the staff work plan for 2021.   

☐ Information Report ☒ Decision Report ☐ Direction Report

DISCUSSION 

Background:  

Council Policy C028 “Filming Policy” has been in place since 2004 with an update in 
2016.  In preparation to work on updating the policy staff reviewed past history, 
researched neighbouring communities and worked with CreativeBC who are a 
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government-funded, non-profit organization that supports the creative industries in the 
province. CreativeBC is home to the Provincial Film Commission team who work closely 
with industry and community stakeholders as well as all levels of government to keep 
filming sustainable in the province.   

Within the existing Council Policy C028 – Filming policy, Sept 6, 2016 Schedule D and E 
identify Hot Spot Areas of South Bonson and Osprey Village.   

Schedule D Hot Spot Area #1 South Bonson has a listing of conditions that would need 
to be followed for filming to be permitted. Although filming could take place at this 
location staff have been declining requests pending a thorough review of the policy. Hot 
Spot #1 designation was to be reviewed in Fall 2018 and every 5 years thereafter until 
hot spot designation is removed or otherwise directed by Council.   

Schedule E Hot Spot Area #2 Osprey Village has a moratorium put in place on all filming 
activities.  This was to be reviewed in spring 2018 and every 3 years until moratorium or 
hot spot designation is removed or otherwise directed by Council.   

The hotspot designations were put in place due to the complaints from residents and 
business owners regarding the disruptions experienced at that time from filming 
activities.  During this period there was minimal restrictions or procedures in place that 
would guide production companies in working successfully with the community.  Filming 
was happening very frequently, there were concerns over road closures, traffic flow, loss 
of business, decorations left behind and waste removal.  There is no documentation or 
records of a formal engagement process being completed in 2018 therefore a review of 
the hot spot designations is still needed.  

Analysis:  

Staff came forward to Council on July 10, 2018 with a special Filming Application asking 
to suspend the Policy to permit a large production in the hot spot locations with 
extraordinary financial compensation for the City and Osprey Village Businesses.  After 
much discussion Council approved this application however the production ended up 
not taking place.  After this report went to Council a newspaper article was published in 
the Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows News July 31, 2018 which outlined that several 
businesses were in favor of filming. 

There has been changes in business ownership since that time and more recently 
possible COVID-19 impacts to businesses.  Therefore staff recommend an engagement 
process with current residents and business owners of Hot Spots # 1 and 2.   

This would be an opportunity to get current feedback and share possible ideas on 
restrictions and controls that could be put in place to support a positive experience with 
filming moving forward.  Staff are recommending that we distribute a letter to the 
residents and businesses outlining this process which would direct them to fill out an 
online survey. This would ensure feedback from those with interest in the affected area 
is received and documented.  
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Staff feel that the community in general, are saturated with many engagement processes 
for recent city-wide projects.  Projects specific to this neighbourhood area where 
engagement is also occurring include the Onni development, upcoming work on Fraser 
Way roundabout and Waterfront Commons/Shoreline park invasive plant management. 
Therefore, staff suggest deferring the engagement process to the Fall even though staff 
indicated in Council’s Quarterly Strategic Priorities chart this would be initiated by March 31, 
2021.  

As an alternative to the letter and online survey residents could be invited to an EPC 
meeting. Staff recommend the online survey option as it ensures wider participation 
when respondents have time in their busy schedules and provides documentation of all 
responses. Staff would then bring back the information to Council for consideration to 
update the Filming Policy and Bylaw. 

If Council approves staff to move forward with the engagement survey we would provide 
background on restrictions that could be in place and ask respondents if they would 
support limited filming and then at what frequency, number of days per month, during 
what time of year etc.  

These hot spot locations are very popular and are often requested by Production 
Companies as a filming location. Staff are confident that by putting in place specific 
requirements, limited filming could be successful in these hot spot areas.    

Relevant Policy, Bylaw or Legislation: 

Relevant Policies to Filming are the Fees and Charges Policy C070, Facility Allocation – 
Regular Use C082, Bylaw for Fee Setting – Parks & Leisure Services No. 2010, Highway 
and Traffic Bylaw No. 2836, 2020, Noise Control Bylaw No. 2138, 2003, Fireworks and 
Pyrotechnics Bylaw No. 2673, 2015, Business Licensing and Regulation Bylaw No. 2643, 
2014 and the Filming Fee Bylaw No. 2700, 2016. 

COUNCIL STRATEGIC PLAN ALIGNMENT 

☐ Principled Governance ☒ Balanced Economic Prosperity  ☐ Corporate Excellence 

☒ Community Spirit & Wellbeing  ☐ Transportation & Infrastructure Initiatives    

☐ Not Applicable 

 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

☐ None ☐ Budget Previously Approved    ☐ Referral to Business Planning 

☒ Other  
There is potential for increased revenue.  Staffing levels would remain the same, no 
additional resources required at this time. 
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PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

☒ Inform ☐ Consult ☐ Involve ☐ Collaborate ☐ Empower  

Comment(s): 

      

KATZIE FIRST NATION CONSIDERATIONS 

Referral        ☐ Yes     ☒ No 

 

SIGN-OFFS 

Written by: Reviewed by:  

Carleen McDowell, 
Manager of Recreation and Culture 

Diane Chamberlain 
Director of Parks, Recreation and Culture 

 

 
ATTACHMENT(S):  

A. Council Policy C028 – Sept 2016 
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